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GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY (C)
15 April 2022
Church of the Holy Apostles
www.holyapostleswauconda.net

While we are fundamentally an Easter people, living in the light of the Resurrection, today our focus is on the reality and the profundity of our Savior’s suffering and death.  Soon, we will shout “Alleluia,” and celebrate a joyful Eucharist; but not yet.  Today we meditate on the cross and Christ’s passion.

Silence plays an important role in this service.  We ask that you enter and leave the building in silence; and that during the internal silences of the service, you reverently and prayerfully contemplate both what meaning the reality of a God whose love for you is so great that he chose to die for you has in your life; and whether you adequately express that meaning through your own living.
(Please remain seated until the reading of the Passion)

PRELUDE

OPENING SENTENCES
Presider:  And so it is done.  Love is crushed; the world has gotten away with it.  The light seems paler, the air thinner, the birds quieter, the shadows longer, the wine more bitter, the bread dry, and the path to life has gone cold.  All that remains is darkness and fear, now that the Word has been silenced and the story has run out of endings.  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider:  Eternal God, in the cross of Jesus we see the cost of our sin and the depth of your love: in humble hope and fear may we place at his feet all that we have and all that we are, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
People:  Amen.

(We read from the various biblical translations authorized by our Church.  During Lent and Holy Week we read from the New English Translation, 1970))

THE FIRST READING                                                                           Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Reader:  A reading from Isaiah. 13 Look, my servant will succeed!  He will be elevated, lifted high, and greatly exalted—14 (just as many were horrified by the sight of you)
he was so disfigured he no longer looked like a man; his form was so marred he no longer looked human—15 so now he will startle many nations.  Kings will be shocked by his exaltation, for they will witness something unannounced to them, and they will understand something they had not heard about.  53 Who would have believed what we just heard?  When was the LORD’s power revealed through him?  2 He sprouted up like a twig before God, like a root out of parched soil; he had no stately form or majesty that might catch our attention, no special appearance that we should want to follow him.  3 He was despised and rejected by people, one who experienced pain and was acquainted with illness; people hid their faces from him; he was despised, and we considered him insignificant.  4 But he lifted up our illnesses, he carried our pain; even though we thought he was being punished, attacked by God, and afflicted for something he had done.  5 He was wounded because of our rebellious deeds, crushed because of our sins; he endured punishment that made us well; because of his wounds we have been healed. 6 All of us had wandered off like sheep; each of us had strayed off on his own path, but the LORD caused the sin of all of us to attack him.  7 He was treated harshly and afflicted, but he did not even open his mouth.  Like a lamb led to the slaughtering block, like a sheep silent before her shearers, he did not even open his mouth.  8 He was led away after an unjust trial—but who even cared?  Indeed, he was cut off from the land of the living; because of the rebellion of his own people he was wounded.  9 They intended to bury him with criminals, but he ended up in a rich man’s tomb, because he had committed no violent deeds, nor had he spoken deceitfully.  10 Though the LORD desired to crush him and make him ill, once restitution is made,he will see descendants and enjoy long life, and the LORD’s purpose will be accomplished through him.  11 Having suffered, he will reflect on his work, he will be satisfied when he understands what he has done.  “My servant will acquit many, for he carried their sins.  12 So I will assign him a portion with the multitudes, he will divide the spoils of victory with the powerful, because he willingly submitted to death and was numbered with the rebels, when he lifted up the sin of man and intervened on behalf of the rebels.”  The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.
THE FIRST SONG  (On Monitor)  O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

LITANY OF REPROACH
Presider:  Dear God, what has happened here?  How could it have come to this?  What have they done?  
Presider:  The betrayal by a friend offends us:
People:  What will you give me if I turn Jesus over to you?
Presider:  The words of the crowd offend us:
People:  We have no emperor but Caesar!  Crucify him!  Crucify him!
Presider:  The actions of his disciples offend us:
People:  “Then all the disciples left Jesus and ran away.”
Presider:  The denial by Peter, his “rock” offends us:
People:  I do not know this man!
Presider:  And we want to think that if we had been there,
People:  we would not have betrayed him.  We would not have shouted out against him.  We would not have abandoned him to the soldiers and spears.  We would not have denied knowing him.
Presider:  Yet in our moments of honesty, of clear vision, in those moments when our heart of hearts is revealed and laid bare,
People:  we know the betrayal is ours.  The venomous cry is ours.  The turning and fleeing is ours.  The denial is ours.
Presider:  We can see it in the way we betray each other, selling our neighbors short for a slight increase in our standard of living.  We can hear it in the way we demonize each other, shouting for the blood of those we’ve never even met.  We can see it in the way we leave the weak and vulnerable to their own devices.  We can hear it in the way we deny being part of the problem.
People:  But we do not want to see, and so we avert our eyes, repulsed at the sight of those who are broken and bleeding, beaten down by Empire’s iron glove.  We do not want to hear, so we play soundtracks in our heads to drown out the cries of those who are being crucified today, every day, everywhere.  
Presider:  Yet the hammer still strikes and the nails still drive home:
People:  Violence.  War.  Hunger.  Neglect.  Homelessness.  Hatred.  Coercion.  Abuse.  Trafficking.  Exploitation.  Pollution.  Manipulation.  Isolationism.  Prejudice.  Intolerance.
Presider:  We avert our eyes and silence the sound – but the hammer still falls and the nails spill innocent blood.  What has happened here?  How could it have come to this?  What have we done?

THE SECOND SONG  (On Monitor)  Alas and Did My Savior Bleed

THE PSALM  (Please say together in unison)                                                       Psalm 22
22 My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?  I groan in prayer, but help seems far away.
2 My God, I cry out during the day, but you do not answer, and during the night my prayers do not let up.
3 You are holy; you sit as king receiving the praises of Israel.
4 In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted in you and you rescued them.
5 To you they cried out, and they were saved; in you they trusted and they were not disappointed.
6 But I am a worm, not a man; people insult me and despise me.
7 All who see me taunt me; they mock me and shake their heads.
8 They say, “Commit yourself to the LORD!  Let the LORD rescue him!  Let the LORD deliver him, for he delights in him.”
9 Yes, you are the one who brought me out from the womb and made me feel secure on my mother’s breasts.
10 I have been dependent on you since birth; from the time I came out of my mother’s womb you have been my God.
11 Do not remain far away from me, for trouble is near and I have no one to help me.
12 Many bulls surround me; powerful bulls of Bashan hem me in.
13 They open their mouths to devour me like a roaring lion that rips its prey.
14 My strength drains away like water; all my bones are dislocated.  My heart is like wax; it melts away inside me.
15 The roof of my mouth is as dry as a piece of pottery; my tongue sticks to my gums.  You set me in the dust of death.
16 Yes, wild dogs surround me—a gang of evil men crowd around me; like a lion they pin my hands and feet.
17 I can count all my bones; my enemies are gloating over me in triumph.
18 They are dividing up my clothes among themselves; they are rolling dice for my garments.
19 But you, O LORD, do not remain far away.  You are my source of strength. Hurry and help me!
20 Deliver me from the sword.  Save my life from the claws of the wild dogs.
21 Rescue me from the mouth of the lion, and from the horns of the wild oxen.  You have answered me.
22 I will declare your name to my countrymen.  In the middle of the assembly I will praise you.
23 You loyal followers of the LORD, praise him.  All you descendants of Jacob, honor him.  All you descendants of Israel, stand in awe of him.
24 For he did not despise or detest the suffering of the oppressed.  He did not ignore him; when he cried out to him, he responded.
25 You are the reason I offer praise in the great assembly; I will fulfill my promises before the LORD’s loyal followers.
26 Let the oppressed eat and be filled.  Let those who seek his help praise the LORD.  May you live forever!
27 Let all the people of the earth acknowledge the LORD and turn to him.  Let all the nations worship you.
28 For the LORD is king and rules over the nations.
29 All the thriving people of the earth will join the celebration and worship; all those who are descending into the grave will bow before him, including those who cannot preserve their lives.
30 A whole generation will serve him; they will tell the next generation about the Lord.
31 They will come and tell about his saving deeds; they will tell a future generation what he has accomplished.

THE THIRD SONG  (On Monitor)  Beneath The Cross Of Jesus

THE PRAYERS
Leader:  The story of Christ’s Passion and death is at once our story and one we can never fully comprehend.  Let us pray for true hearing, genuine understanding, and the strength and courage to respond faithfully.  Let us pray for those who have heard and believed, those who have heard and rejected, and those who have never heard.  Let us offer our prayers to the God who sees all hearts and knows all things, saying “Lord, have mercy.”
Leader:  We pray for Judas and all whose anger and fear provoke them to commit acts of hurt and harm.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for the Scribes and Pharisees and all whose love of religion is greater than their love of God.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for Peter and all whose courage fails them in time of trial.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for the soldiers and guards and all who acquiesce to the demands of Empire.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for the crowds of Jerusalem and all who condemn others quickly, heedlessly, and unjustly.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for Pilate and Herod and all those in positions of authority.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for Barabbas and all who rely on violence and intimidation in pursuit of their goals.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for the thieves crucified with Jesus and all who are dying in suffering and pain.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for Mary and all those who are beset with grief, misery, trouble and care.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for the disciples and the church which is our inheritance, the body of which Christ is the head.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea and all who act with grace and compassion.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for ourselves, that we may make this story our own and let it fill our hearts and inform our actions.
People:  Lord, have mercy.
Presider:  Heavenly Father, God of our living and dying and living once more, we look on the cross from a safe distance, afraid to come too close.  Help us to overcome our fear and draw nearer, to witness the cost of your love and receive the gift of your blessing.  Lord, have mercy.

LORD’S PRAYER (Please say together in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

FOURTH SONG  (On Monitor)  When I Survey The Wondrous Cross

REFLECTION                                                                                    The Rev. M. C. Gillette

PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN                       
John 18:1-19:37
(The Presider will read the Passion.  Please remain seated for the first part; please stand as able at the words “Then Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.”.)
[bookmark: 1]Presider:  18  Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley. There was an orchard there, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 (Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, knew the place too, because Jesus had met there many times with his disciples.) 3 So Judas obtained a squad of soldiers and some officers of the chief priests and Pharisees. They came to the orchard with lanterns and torches and weapons.  4 Then Jesus, because he knew everything that was going to happen to him, came and asked them, “Who are you looking for?” 5 They replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He told them, “I am he.” (Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, was standing there with them.) 6 So when Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they retreated and fell to the ground. 7 Then Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 Jesus replied, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, let these men go.” 9 He said this to fulfill the word he had spoken, “I have not lost a single one of those whom you gave me.”  10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, pulled it out and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off his right ear. (Now the slave’s name was Malchus.) 11 But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath! Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”   

Then the squad of soldiers with their commanding officer and the officers of the Jewish leaders arrested Jesus and tied him up. 13 They brought him first to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 (Now it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jewish leaders that it was to their advantage that one man die for the people.)  15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed them as they brought Jesus to Annas. (Now the other disciple was acquainted with the high priest, and he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard.) 16 But Peter was left standing outside by the door. So the other disciple who was acquainted with the high priest came out and spoke to the slave girl who watched the door, and brought Peter inside. 17 The girl who was the doorkeeper said to Peter, “You’re not one of this man’s disciples too, are you?”  He replied, “I am not.” 18 (Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire they had made, warming themselves because it was cold. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.)  19 While this was happening, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 20 Jesus replied, “I have spoken publicly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues and in the temple courts, where all the Jewish people assemble together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said. They know what I said.” 22 When Jesus had said this, one of the high priest’s officers who stood nearby struck him on the face and said, “Is that the way you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus replied, “If I have said something wrong, confirm what is wrong. But if I spoke correctly, why strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him, still tied up, to Caiaphas the high priest.  25 Meanwhile Simon Peter was standing in the courtyard warming himself. They said to him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” Peter denied it: “I am not!” 26 One of the high priest’s slaves, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the orchard with him?” 27 Then Peter denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed.  

28 Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s residence. (Now it was very early morning.) They did not go into the governor’s residence so they would not be ceremonially defiled, but could eat the Passover meal. 29 So Pilate came outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They replied, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.”  31 Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and pass judgment on him according to your own law!” The Jewish leaders replied, “We cannot legally put anyone to death.” 32 (This happened to fulfill the word Jesus had spoken when he indicated what kind of death he was going to die.)  33 So Pilate went back into the governor’s residence, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 34 Jesus replied, “Are you saying this on your own initiative, or have others told you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own people and your chief priests handed you over to me. What have you done?”  36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my servants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish authorities. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Then Pilate said, “So you are a king!” Jesus replied, “You say that I am a king. For this reason I was born, and for this reason I came into the world—to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate asked, “What is truth?”

[bookmark: _Hlk97996420]When he had said this he went back outside to the Jewish leaders and announced, “I find no basis for an accusation against him. 39 But it is your custom that I release one prisoner for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release for you the king of the Jews?” 40 Then they shouted back, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” (Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.)  19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged severely. 2 The soldiers braided a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they clothed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him again and again and said, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck him repeatedly in the face.  4 Again Pilate went out and said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that you may know that I find no reason for an accusation against him.” 5 So Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Look, here is the man!” 6 When the chief priests and their officers saw him, they shouted out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said, “You take him and crucify him! Certainly I find no reason for an accusation against him!” 7 The Jewish leaders replied, “We have a law, and according to our law he ought to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God!”  8 When Pilate heard what they said, he was more afraid than ever, 9 and he went back into the governor’s residence and said to Jesus, “Where do you come from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you know I have the authority to release you, and to crucify you?” 11 Jesus replied, “You would have no authority over me at all, unless it was given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of greater sin.”  12 From this point on, Pilate tried to release him. But the Jewish leaders shouted out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar! Everyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar!” 13 When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus outside and sat down on the judgment seat in the place called “The Stone Pavement” (Gabbatha in Aramaic). 14 (Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover, about noon.) Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, here is your king!”   15 Then they shouted out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked, “Shall I crucify your king?” The high priests replied, “We have no king except Caesar!” 16 Then Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.  

(Please stand as able)
So they took Jesus, 17 and carrying his own cross he went out to the place called “The Place of the Skull” (called in Aramaic Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him along with two others, one on each side, with Jesus in the middle. 19 Pilate also had a notice written and fastened to the cross, which read: “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.” 20 Thus many of the Jewish residents of Jerusalem read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the notice was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The king of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am king of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”  23 Now when the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and made four shares, one for each soldier, and the tunic remained. (Now the tunic was seamless, woven from top to bottom as a single piece.) 24 So the soldiers said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but throw dice to see who will get it.” This took place to fulfill the scripture that says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they threw dice.” So the soldiers did these things.  25 Now standing beside Jesus’ cross were his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing there, he said to his mother, “Woman, look, here is your son!” 27 He then said to his disciple, “Look, here is your mother!” From that very time the disciple took her into his own home.  28 After this Jesus, realizing that by this time everything was completed, said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty!” 29 A jar full of sour wine was there, so they put a sponge soaked in sour wine on a branch of hyssop and lifted it to his mouth. 30 When he had received the sour wine, Jesus said, “It is completed!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  31 Then, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies should not stay on the crosses on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was an especially important one), the Jewish leaders asked Pilate to have the victims’ legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men who had been crucified with Jesus, first the one and then the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and blood and water flowed out immediately. 35 And the person who saw it has testified (and his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth), so that you also may believe. 36 For these things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled, “Not a bone of his will be broken.” 37 And again another scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”  
(An extended period of silence will follow the reading)

FIFTH SONG:  Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted
(A period of silence will be kept.  The church will be darkened.)

CONCLUDING PRAYER
Presider:  O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, set your passion, cross and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death.  Grant mercy and grace to the living, rest to the departed, to your Church peace and concord, and to us sinners forgiveness, everlasting life, and glory; for, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you are alive and reign, God, now and for ever.  
People:  Amen.

THE BURIAL OF CHRIST                                                                                     John 19:38-42
(Please remain seated as long as you like.  Please exit silently and with caution.)

[bookmark: 39][bookmark: 40][bookmark: 41][bookmark: 42]Presider:  38 After this, Joseph of Arimathaea, who was a disciple of Jesus – though a secret one because he was afraid of the Jews – asked Pilate to let him remove the body of Jesus. Pilate gave permission, so they came and took it away.  39 Nicodemus came as well – the same one who had first come to Jesus at night-time – and he brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds.  40 They took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, following the Jewish burial custom.  41 At the place where he had been crucified there was a garden, and in this garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been buried.  42 Since it was the Jewish Day of Preparation and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
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